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What to Recycle with NYC Department of Sanitation: 
Recycling is the law in NYC. All NYC residents, government agencies, schools, and 
institutions serviced by NYC Department of Sanitation recycle the same materials.

Recyclables are collected in two separate streams:

Place paper in CLEAR bags or in any bin labeled MIXED PAPER 
or with green NYC Recycles decals. Flatten and bundle 
corrugated cardboard, or break boxes down and place in 
recycling bin or bag.

Place all recyclable metal, glass, plastic, and cartons 
together in CLEAR bags, or in any bin labeled METAL, GLASS & 
PLASTIC or with blue NYC Recycles decals. Empty and rinse 
food and beverage containers before recycling (this helps to 
control pests). 

When to Recycle: 
To fi nd out your recycling day, call 311 or use the collection schedule feature on 
nyc.gov/sanitation. 

Recycles

nyc.gov/recycle
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How to Set Out Recyclables: 
If you live in an apartment, ask your building super or management.

Please note that DSNY does not provide recycling bins or bags; these can be purchased 
from supermarkets, hardware, or home improvement stores. 

Get free decals to label recycling containers through nyc.gov/recycle or by calling 311.

Metal CartonsGlass
bottles & jars

Rigid Plastic

Mixed Paper Cardboard
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Apartment Buildings:  
Residential building owners and landlords must notify tenants about recycling 
requirements, designate an accessible recycling area, and maintain signs explaining what 
and how to recycle.

Enrollment Programs: 
Improve recycling through NYC’s Apartment Building Recycling Initiative: nyc.gov/abri.  
Obtain a clothing donation bin for your building: nyc.gov/refashion.  
Set up an electronics recycling program for your apartment building: nyc.gov/ecycle.

What Happens to NYC Recyclables:  
Sanitation brings all the recyclables set out for collection to contracted recycling 
processors, and carefully tracks the tonnages (see What Happens to Recyclables at  
nyc.gov/recycle). 

Workplace Recycling:  
All office buildings are required to recycle paper & cardboard, and bulk metal. Restaurants 
and cafeterias are required to recycle cardboard, bottles, cans & foil, and bulk metal. 
Commercial buildings must make their own collection arrangements with a private carter, 
not through the Department of Sanitation (see Recycling in Businesses at  
nyc.gov/recycle).

Helpful Hints and Resources:
•	 Set	up	an	easy	way	to	keep	recyclables	separate	from	garbage	 

everywhere you discard things, such as in the kitchen and  
where you sort mail.

•	 If	you	are	concerned	about	confidentiality,	remove	address	labels	 
and tear up or shred mail before recycling it. Learn how to reduce  
junk mail and opt out of credit card offers, phone books, and catalogs:  
nyc.gov/wasteless/junkmail. 

•	 Avoid	pests	and	odors	by	rinsing	designated	metal,	glass, 
and plastic recyclables before storing them.

•	 Save	space	by	flattening	beverage	cartons	and	plastics 
(this won’t affect recyclability).

•	 Visit	nyc.gov/stuffexchange to find out where to donate, buy, or  
sell your used stuff.

•	 Some	items	not	currently	accepted	through	NYC’s	curbside	 
recycling program can be recycled through retailer or manufacturer  
take-back programs. See nyc.gov/wasteless/takeback for  
complete info.

•	 Visit	nyc.gov/wasteless/compost to learn how you can 
compost your yard waste and food scraps.
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Statement of AccountNumber: 22-454-78888Account Type: Checking

NYC’s Recycling Game:  
Visit	nyc.gov/wasteless/games to play NYC’s recycling game, or  
download app for your iPhone, iPad, or iPod touch. 
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NYC RecyclesMixed Paper
& Cardboard

How to Recycle 
with NYC Department of Sanitation

Place all paper and cardboard in CLEAR 
plastic bags, or rigid containers labeled 
MIXED PAPER or with green recycling 
decals. Flatten and bundle or bag 
corrugated cardboard boxes.

Call 311 or visit nyc.gov/recycle to get 
free decals, recycling checklists, and 
other recycling info.

Staples & window 
envelopes ok.

New Yorkers recycle over 360,000 tons of 
mixed paper a year, but each year about 
300,000 tons that COULD be recycled is put 
in the trash—instead of the recycling bin!

No hardcover books; waxed,
soiled, or soft paper

nyc.gov/recycle

NYC Department of Sanitation / Bureau of Waste Prevention, Reuse and Recycling      

Save for reference - or recycle it!
Printed on recycled paper, of course. 

facebook.com/NYCrecycles
twitter.com/NYCrecyclesRecycles

 recycle	more	•	waste	less

Mixed Paper 

CardboardCardboard

www.nyc.gov/recycle
www.facebook.com/NYCrecycles
www.twitter.com/NYCrecycles
www.nyc.gov/recycle


Waste Less 
PaperVisit these sites to stop getting 

various types of junk mail:

•		 advertisements:	dmachoice.org

•		 catalogs:	catalogchoice.org

•		 credit	card	and	insurance	offers:	optoutprescreen.com

•		 phone	books:	yellowpagesoptout.com

Avoid putting your name on mailing lists. When you provide your name and address, they 
are often added to mailing lists that are given or sold to other organizations. Look for privacy 
offers or write “do not share my info” when you must provide this information.

Contact companies directly to ask them to cancel duplicates or remove your name from 
their mailing lists. You can use their reply cards or toll-free phone numbers.

Tell your banks and credit card companies not to send you checks, 
credit card offers, or other solicitations if you don’t want them.

Post a sign at your front entrance if you don’t want to receive 
hand-delivered advertising circulars and solicitations.

Use both sides. Designate a place to collect one-sided paper; use it to print 
draft copies, for kids’ artwork and homework, and for notes or “to do” lists.

Opt to receive statements and bills via email.

Donate books or magazines to hospitals, nursing homes, and after-school 
programs. See nyc.gov/stuffexchange to fi nd out where.

Place a recycling bin where you sort mail, pay your bills, and do the 
most paperwork.

Establish a place in the kitchen to recycle cardboard packaging.

Put newspapers, magazines & catalogs with other paper in your 
recycling bag or bin—no need to bundle and tie.

Flatten and tie large corrugated boxes, or break them into small pieces 
to put in your recycling bag or bin.

Reduce Junk Mail

Save Paper

Recycle More Paper

Know What Paper to Recycle
With a few exceptions, anything that is 100% paper can be recycled in NYC’s paper 
recycling program. During the recycling process, paper is dissolved in water. Paper that is 
permeated with plastic or wax doesn’t easily dissolve in water, so can’t be recycled. Soiled 
paper would add impurities. 

The following paper items are NOT accepted for recycling: food-contaminated paper; 
hard cover books; plastic envelopes and bubble wrap mailers; photographs; tissues, napkins, 
and paper towels; waxed or plastic-coated paper.

DO NOT PLACE UNSOLICITED 
ADVERTISING MATERIALS 

ON THIS PROPERTY
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NYC RecyclesMetal 
Glass Bottles & Jars 
Rigid Plastic 
Cartons

How to Recycle 
with NYC Department of Sanitation

Place all items together in CLEAR plastic bags, 
or rigid containers labeled METAL, GLASS & 
PLASTIC or with blue recycling decals. 

Call 311 or visit nyc.gov/recycle to get free 
decals, recycling checklists, and other 
recycling info.

Metal

Rigid Plastic Cartons

Empty & rinse containers. 
Caps & lids ok.No

batteries, plastic bags, 
squeeze tubes & pouches, 
or plastic foam

New Yorkers recycle over 239,000 tons of 
designated metal, glass, and plastic a year, 
but each year about 100,000 tons of metal 
that COULD be recycled is thrown in the 
trash—instead of the recycling bin!

Rigid PlasticRigid Plastic

nyc.gov/recycle
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Frequently
Asked

Questions

Do I need an appointment to discard 
appliances with CFC gas?

Yes, before discarding 
refrigerators, freezers, air 
conditioners, dehumidifi ers, or 
any other appliances containing 

CFC (Freon) gas, you must call 311 or schedule 
an appointment online (at nyc.gov/sanitation) 
for recovery of the ozone-depleting gas. For safety reasons, the law requires doors to be removed from 
refrigerators and freezers prior to set out.

Can I recycle small appliances—my broken toaster oven, blow dryer, microwave?
Anything that is mostly metal or rigid plastic can be recycled. Please remove the 
batteries before recycling.

What about batteries?
Place household alkaline batteries in your regular trash; they’re not considered hazardous 
because they no longer contain mercury. Rechargeable batteries can’t go in the trash 
because they contain heavy metals; they must be recycled by returning them to retailers (see 
nyc.gov/wasteless/takeback). Do not put any kind of batteries in your recycling bin.

Why does NYC recycle cartons with other designated metal, glass, and plastic items?
NYC collects refrigerated and shelf-stable cartons (such as milk, juice, and soup cartons) 
commingled with designed metal, glass, and plastic items because these cartons are made 
with thin layers of polyethylene plastic, requiring special processing which can’t be handled 
by paper recyclers. Plus, mixing these food-soiled items with paper and cardboard would 
contaminate the truckload of paper.

How should I discard fl uorescent bulbs?
Using	fl	uorescent	bulbs	saves	energy	since	they	last	ten	times	longer	than	incandescent	
bulbs. Residents can double-bag spent bulbs and place in the trash. NYC Department of 
Sanitation special waste sites (nyc.gov/wasteless/specialwaste) and some retailers also 
accept them (see nyc.gov/wasteless/takeback). Businesses are prohibited from discarding 
fl	uorescent	bulbs	in	the	regular	trash.	

What options do I have to recycle or safely dispose of other items?
Certain retailers or service providers must accept plastic bags, electronics, cell phones, 
rechargeable batteries, sharps, and some auto products. Other retailers voluntarily 
accept CFLs, thermostats, and other items. See nyc.gov/wasteless/takeback. NYC 
also offers household special waste drop-off sites (nyc.gov/wasteless/specialwaste) 
for	batteries,	motor	oil,	oil	fi	lters,	fl	uorescent	bulbs,	latex	paint,	mercury-containing	
devices, and tires.

What can’t go in the trash?
NYC residents can’t discard the following items in their trash: designated recyclables, asbestos, auto 
batteries, rechargeable batteries, electronic equipment (after April 1, 2015), mercury-containing 
devices	(other	than	fl	uorescent	bulbs),	propane	tanks	and	other	gas	cylinders,	tires,	wood	debris	(other	
than Christmas trees), contractor and commercial waste (unless enrolled in the professional 
fee program which provides collection for professional services such as lawyers 
and physicians doing business in residential buildings), and yard waste managed 
by professional landscapers. See nyc.gov/wasteless/residents for more info. 
Businesses have additional restrictions (see nyc.gov/wasteless/business).

www.nyc.gov/sanitation
www.nyc.gov/wasteless/takeback
www.nyc.gov/wasteless/takeback
www.nyc.gov/wasteless/takeback
www.nyc.gov/wasteless/specialwaste
www.nyc.gov/wasteless/specialwaste
www.nyc.gov/wasteless/residents
www.nyc.gov/wasteless/business


Visit	nyc.gov/stuffexchange or download the iPhone, iPad, or iPod touch app to:

•	 fi nd out where to donate, buy, or sell gently used goods in NYC.

•	 search by your zip code, borough, or citywide.

•	 choose from 17 product categories (clothing, books, computers, furniture, 
electronics, housewares/kitchen items, etc.).

Why Reuse Stuff?
NYC Department of Sanitation collects about 
72,000 tons of trash and recycling from NYC 
residents and institutions every week.

The goal of NYC Stuff Exchange is to help reduce NYC’s 
waste by encouraging New Yorkers to fi nd a new home for 
gently used items that might otherwise be discarded as trash.
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Events Calendar

Get Listed!
Organizations and businesses that buy, sell, or accept 
donations of used stuff are invited to visit the website 
and get listed.

Find local donation drives, 
rummage sales, book fairs, 
or swap meets that benefi t 
tax-exempt organizations.

RP-IN4-SECP: RECYCLING PACKET - STUFF EX & CP 5.13

nyc.gov/stuffexchange bit.ly/stuffapp

NYC Department of Sanitation / Bureau of Waste Prevention, Reuse and Recycling      

Save for reference - or recycle it!
Printed on recycled paper, of course. 

facebook.com/NYCrecycles
twitter.com/NYCrecyclesRecycles

 recycle	more	•	waste	less

www.facebook.com/NYCrecycles
www.twitter.com/NYCrecycles
www.nyc.gov/stuffexchange
www.nyc.gov/stuffexchange
www.nyc.gov/stuffexchange
www.bit.ly/stuffapp


NYC Compost
Project

Funded and managed by NYC Department 
of Sanitation’s Bureau of Waste Prevention, 
Reuse and Recycling, NYC Compost Project 
runs various programs that focus on compost 
outreach and education, and small-scale local 
organics recovery.

Outdoor Composting Workshops
Understand the essentials of composting, from choosing the right bin to harvesting your 
finished product. You’ll learn what to compost, the science of decomposition, ways to 
speed the process, how to use your finished compost, and helpful tips to avoid or solve 
common problems. No prior experience is necessary.

Indoor Worm Bin Composting Workshops
Let	worms	convert	your	food	scraps	into	compost	for	your	plants.	Vermicomposting	with	
red worms is an easy, odor-free way to compost indoors. Learn how to set up a worm bin, 
troubleshoot questions, and how to harvest and use the finished vermicompost.

Leave it on the Lawn Workshops
Grass clippings are 85% water and 5% nitrogen. Leaving grass clippings on the lawn not only 
prevents waste, it returns water and nutrients to the soil—reducing the need for fertilizer. 
These workshops provide step-by-step instructions on mulch mowing and seasonal lawn care. 

Master Composter Certificate Course
This comprehensive train-the-trainer program includes intensive classroom instruction, field 
trips, and 30 hours of independent community outreach to help  
advance small scale, on-site composting in NYC.

Composting for Kids
Hands-on workshops for kids, teacher “wormshops,” classroom  
worm bin visits, and field trips to see composting in action.

Compost Demonstration Sites
To show New Yorkers the benefits of composting, NYC Compost Project  
recognizes locations that have exemplary on-site composting operations.

Technical Assistance
NYC Compost Project sells compost bins, worm bins, and  
worms at cost. Technical assistance is available for  
community composting efforts.

Local Organics Recovery Program
Provides NYC residents with a wider range of food scrap  
drop-off opportunities and ensures that those food scraps 
are composted locally. NYC Compost Project

nyc.gov/wasteless/compostproject
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Apartment 
Building 

Recycling
Initiative

Work with NYC Department of Sanitation’s Bureau of Waste Prevention, Reuse, and 
Recycling to educate residents in your building about the three R’s:  
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.

Building Residents, Managers, and Landlords  
are Invited to Participate in this Free Program

Once you sign up on nyc.gov/abri, here’s what will happen:

1. You’ll be invited to attend a training session 
where you’ll receive info about how to improve 
apartment building recycling.

2.  Sanitation Outreach Specialists visit your 
building to see how recycling is set up.

3.  We’ll provide your building (free of charge) with 
recycling decals, posters, checklists, and  
other materials to encourage all residents to 
recycle more!

4.  After you have attended the training, you’ll  
receive personalized suggestions to improve your building’s recycling set-up. 

Throughout your participation, you’ll have access 
to NYC Department of Sanitation recycling 
experts to contact for recycling pointers and 
support. See other side for details.

Get complete info and tips on recycling at home 
and in apartment buildings at  
nyc.gov/wasteless/residents. NYC Apartment Building 

Recycling Initiative

nyc.gov/abri
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NYC Apartment Building 
Recycling Initiative (ABRI)

Program Requirements 
Participants in ABRI must:

•	 be	at	least	18	years	of	age.

•		 live	in,	work	in,	or	manage	a	residential	building	with	four	or	more	units	that	currently	
receives NYC Department of Sanitation collection.

•		 be	willing	to	work	cooperatively	with	building	management	to	enhance	recycling	 
within the building.

•		 take	part	in	at	least	one	training	session.

Free Recycling Trainings 
Our free trainings give you all the information you 
need to educate residents and staff in your building 
about how to recycle more and waste less.

Training sessions are held at the offices of NYC 
Department of Sanitation’s Bureau of Waste 
Prevention, Reuse and Recycling in lower Manhattan. 

We invite you to bring representatives from your 
building management, custodial staff, or interested 
residents to ABRI trainings. 

On-Site Recycling Trainings 
We can schedule on-site recycling trainings for at least 10 people from a particular 
building or complex, provided each attendee is registered in the ABRI program.  
Trainings for real estate and property management companies can also be arranged. 

We also offer recycling trainings for block associations and community groups.

Improve recycling in NYC  
beginning with your own building! 
nyc.gov/abri

www.nyc.gov/abri


Take it
Back NYC

Some items that are not accepted as part of 
NYC’s residential recycling program can be 
recycled through retailer or manufacturer 
take-back programs (always call before you go). 

Electronics
computers & peripherals, TVs & peripherals, portable electronics

How to Discard: Manufacturers that produce electronics must have a 
program to collect these items; visit nyc.gov/wasteless/electronics 
for local drop-off locations and events. Your building can also sign up 
for the e-cycleNYC electronics recycling program at nyc.gov/ecycle. 
Starting April 2015,  these items can no longer be placed in the trash.  

Enforcement: If a manufacturer refuses to accept your electronics, 
contact the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation at 
bit.ly/tippdec or 1-800-TIPP DEC (1-800-847-7332).

Rechargeable Batteries
contained in products such as: phones, cameras, 
MP3 players, laptops, remotes, razors, tools
contained in products such as: phones, cameras, 

Cell Phones and Accessories
How to Discard: Can be dropped off at retail outlets for wireless service providers,
or visit nyc.gov/wasteless/electronics for a list of mail-back programs.

Enforcement: If a store refuses to accept your cell phone, 
contact the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation at 
bit.ly/tippdec or 1-800-TIPP DEC (1-800-847-7332).

How to Discard: Do NOT place in the trash or recycling bin. 
Stores that sell them are required to recycle them at no cost. 
For locations, visit call2recycle.org or call (877)-2-RECYCLE.

Enforcement: If a retailer selling rechargeable batteries 
refuses to accept your batteries, contact the 
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation at 
bit.ly/tippdec or 1-800-TIPP DEC (1-800-847-7332). Take it Back NYCTake it Back NYC

(all programs)

Take it Back NYC
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Syringes and Lancets
How to Discard: Can be dropped off at any NYS hospital or nursing home. 
Package safely (in a leak-proof puncture resistant container) to discard in 
the trash, or visit nyhealth.gov/sharps-collection or call 1-800-522-5006 
for drop-off times and instructions.

Enforcement: If a hospital or nursing home refuses to accept your 
syringes or lancets, contact NYS Department of Health at 212-417-4770.

Auto Products
car batteries, motor oil, tires

How to Discard: Drop off at service stations and some auto part stores.

Enforcement: If a service station or relevant retail location refuses to 
accept your products, contact the NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation at bit.ly/tippdec or 1-800-TIPP DEC (1-800-847-7332).   

Voluntary Programs
Various	retailers	and	service	providers	voluntarily	accept	certain	items	for	recycling.

CFL bulbs can be dropped off at any Home Depot, Lowe’s, or IKEA to be recycled.

Mercury thermostats are accepted by various contractors and distributors 
through the Thermostat Recycling Corporation, visit thermostat-recycle.org

Unwanted medications, print cartridges, transport packaging, 
and other products have take-back programs you can use. 
Visit	nyc.gov/wasteless/takeback for info.

Plastic Bags
plastic shopping bags, dry cleaning bags, newspaper delivery bags 

How to Discard: Plastic shopping bags must be accepted by all large or 
chain retailers who provide them. Dry cleaning and newspaper delivery 
bags are often accepted as well.

Enforcement: If a store covered by this law refuses to accept your plastic 
bags, contact the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation at 
bit.ly/tippdec or 1-800-TIPP DEC (1-800-847-7332).

Deposit Bottles and Cans
carbonated drinks, water, beer, wine coolers 

How to Discard: Can be dropped off at retail outlets that sell them for 
refund of 5¢ deposit.

Enforcement: If a store refuses to accept your bottles and cans or refund 
your deposit, contact the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation at
bit.ly/tippdec or 1-800-TIPP DEC (1-800-847-7332).

www.nyc.gov/wasteless/takeback
www.bit.ly/tippdec
www.bit.ly/tippdec
www.bit.ly/tippdec
www.nyhealth.gov/sharps-collection
www.thermostat-recycle.org


Clothing 
& Textile 

Recycling

Annually NYC residents throw away 
approximately 200,000 tons of clothes, 
towels, blankets, curtains, shoes, handbags, 
belts, and other textiles and apparel.

Donate clothing  
from your home or office

RP-IN7-RFE: RECYCLING PACKET - REFASHION/ECYCLE INSERT 5.13

re-fashioNYC is a partnership between the City of New York and Housing Works, a local 
nonprofit dedicated to serving those affected by homeless and AIDS. The program aims to 
provide an easy and convenient donation option to reduce textile waste and support needed 
social services. 

How Does it Work?
•	 Approved buildings receive a free re-fashioNYC donation bin.

•	 Donate any clean textile material: clothing, shoes, handbags, towels, linens, curtains, 
rags, scraps, and accessories (such as belts and hats).

•	 We guarantee pick up within five business days when you contact us to let us know 
that the bin is almost full.

Getting a tax receipt is easy—forms are provided directly on the bin. All proceeds from 
donations go directly to helping New Yorkers.

Track your donations—reports on the number of collections and the amount of material 
donated by building are available upon request. Use these metrics to support sustainability 
and philanthropic goals.

nyc.gov/refashion
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NYC apartment buildings are eligible to participate in an electronics 
recycling program that provides buildings with a free and convenient 
service to pick up and recycle unwanted electronics. 
Depending on the size and type of building, a variety of 
service options are available, including storage bins, room 
clean-outs, and building events.

e-cycleNYC is a partnership between the City of New York and Electronic Recyclers 
International and receives funding from various electronics manufacturers.

Why Recycle Electronics
Recycling electronic equipment keeps harmful materials 
out of the waste stream and the environment.

While safe to use, electronics often contain lead, mercury, 
and other hazardous materials. In fact, electronics make up 
the largest and fastest growing component of hazardous 
materials entering the waste stream. 

Starting April 2015, it will be illegal for New Yorkers to 
discard electronics in the trash. 

Electronics Accepted
Based on NY State’s Electronic Equipment Recycling and Reuse Act, 
e-cycleNYC accepts: computers and peripherals; televisions and 
peripherals; tablets, e-readers, and portable digital music players. 
Cell phones are also accepted.

What Happens to the Electronics
All electronics are processed domestically and recycled using 
the strictest industry and environmental standards available. 
In addition, while residents should remove data prior to 
discarding electronics, any remaining data will be fully erased 
as part of the recycling process.
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